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become absorbed into the divine essence. That is to say, by the ceremonies of the survivors rightly performed, not only will there be no punishment in hell, but there will also be no rebirths. According to this notion, a man's future condition is not made to depend so much upon his own good or evil deeds, as upon the faithfulness with which the survivors perform stated ceremonies. Others again, in accordance with the "Vedanta philosophy, maintain what may be ealied the orthodox doctrine, which with various modifications is the belief of the mass of Hindus. This belief is that upon attaining the pita state of existence, the spirit departs on its journey to Yama to receive its doom according to its deeds done in the body. The temporary bell (papalokarn or yamalokam), or the temporary heaven (punyalokam or svargam) to which it may be consigned will be its abode, until it has received in either state the reward that is its due. At the end of this period, whether long or short, the spirit will be reborn into some other state, again to commence the weary round of existence from which it would fain be released. Those pioas souls, however, who have in their passage through their various states of existence attained into gnanam (true wisdom) will pass straight to Brahma-lokam (the heaven of Brahma), there to remain in the enjoyment of heavenly bliss until the end of the age (pralayam), when they will be elevated to Nirvana (moksham), that is, absorption into the supreme essence. This consummation is the end and aim of every pious Hindu. Ife seems to be the object of the shraddhas to assist the spirits of those on whose behalf the ceremonies are observed in their course to other worlds, and at their dreadful trial before Yama. They are also intended to support them and to further their development in the state of being in which they may be doomed to exist, and to hasten their passage through it. For Sanyasis or Holy Hermits no nitya karmas or any